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Last week I made the case that we should think about membership in the 

local church within the framework of three practices that Jesus established 

for the church:  

1) baptism, which is public sign or indicator that person has entered 

into a new covenant relationship with Christ through repentance of 

sin and faith in Jesus and therefor joined to God’s people;  

2) the Lord’s Supper, which is the sign of ongoing participation in the 

new covenant and ongoing fellowship with God’s people;  

3) church discipline, which has a two-fold purpose. On the one hand 

church discipline is meant to rescue, restore, and protect genuine 

believers from ensnaring sin. On the other hand it guards the purity 

of the church and its witness by establishing a clear process by which 

a person is dismissed from church membership
1
 and the privilege of 

sharing in the Lord’s Supper because they have not only fallen into 

sin, but have persisted in calloused rebellion toward Christ by 

rejecting repeated warnings and correction from God’s Word.  

 

This morning I want to take a little closer look at baptism. Before we turn our 

attention to Matthew 28, let me draw to your attention the significance that 

Jesus’ earthly ministry begins and ends on this same note of baptism—not 

because baptism itself is the main substance of Jesus’ ministry, but rather 

because baptism reflects the main substance of Jesus’ ministry which is the 

gospel—the Son of Man came to “give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 

10:45).  

 

Jesus begins His ministry in Matthew 3 by identifying with the sinners He 

came to save through His baptism (Matthew 3:13-17). As He steps into the 

Jordan river to be baptized by John the Baptist, John is taken back—how 

could John baptize the sinless One with a baptism of repentance? Yet Jesus 

insisted that John baptize Him in order to “fulfill all righteousness.” What’s 
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of the body of Christ by his rejection of the Lordship of Christ and His Word through the repeated 

process of church discipline.  

going on here? Jesus must identify Himself with sinners in order to purchase 

their righteousness. He identified Himself with sinners so that sinners could 

be identified with His righteousness. Isaiah 53:12 prophesied that Messiah 

would be numbered with the transgressors, and yet bear the sin of many and 

intercede for them. John MacArthur said it this way, “He who had no sin 

took His place among those who had no righteousness. He who was without 

sin submitted to a baptism for sinners.”
2
 What is this foreshadowing? The 

Cross, where Jesus would take the place of sinners; where He would be 

reckoned as sin so that we could be reckoned as righteous (2 Cor 5:21)!  

 

Jesus ended His earthly ministry in Matthew 28, by commanding believers to 

be identified with their Savior through baptism. [Matt 28:18-20] 

 

So Jesus’ ministry begins with His own baptism (identifying with repentant 

sinners) and ends with our baptism (identifying with the risen Savior). These 

water baptisms are a portrait, a sign, that point to a much greater reality: a 

spiritual baptism that took place at the cross where Jesus actually bore our 

sin. We could say that on the cross, Jesus was baptized with our sin—He 

underwent the surge of God’s wrath for our sin. Speaking of His death, Jesus 

said, “I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is 

accomplished!” (Luke 12:50). Speaking of the cross, He said to His disciples, 

“Are you able to drink the cup that I drink or to be baptized with the baptism 

with which I am baptized?” (Mark 10:38).  

 

So Jesus ministry is marked with the book ends of water baptism which point 

us to the very substance and purpose of Jesus life and ministry—to bear our 

sin at the cross where He was baptized with the floodwaters of God’s wrath 

for our sin—where justice was served so that righteousness could be restored 

to sinners (see 2 Cor 5:21; Matt 3:15).  

 

With that, let’s turn now to Matthew 28:18-20. Let me just summarize some 

key points about baptism that we see in this context.  

 

1. The reason for baptism is that Christ commanded it as a first step of 

obedience to publically identify with Him. Jesus prefaces His instructions 
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about baptism by saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 

on earth (vs. 18).” So this is not just a suggestion. It is to be done under His 

ultimate authority.  

2.  The recipients of baptism include disciples in all nations: “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…” (vs. 19). That is, 

baptism is for believers, disciples, those who have counted the cost of 

following Christ, repenting of sin and trusting in Jesus as Savior and Lord.  

3. The significance of baptism is that it is done “in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit” as a means of marking your new identity through the 

gospel which is visibly portrayed as one is immersed in the water. It’s a 

visual way of saying, I trust in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 

and through faith in Him have died to sin and been raised to new life.   

4. The implications of baptism found in the next phrase, “teaching them to 

obey all that I have commanded you.” Baptism is an event, but it represents 

the beginning of a life-long journey as a growing disciple—a life of 

obedience to Jesus as Lord.  

5. The blessing associated with baptism is that those who acknowledge Him 

and walk in obedience to Him, regardless of the cost, never lack the promise 

of His presence with them: “and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 

of the age.” 

 

God (Glorious in Holiness and Love) 

The gospel begins with God Himself—the eternally existing, all-powerful, 

all-wise Creator of all that is. He is perfectly holy which means that He exists 

in a category all His own and there is not even a hair or hint of evil or 

darkness in Him—God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all (I John 

1:5). He is completely just, hating all sin—your sin—because all sin demeans 

Him and His creation, because He is the God of supreme glory which He 

meant for us to behold with delight.  

� Does your heart adore God? I’m not just talking about emotions—

they’re fickle. Is there a core desire in your life to want to please 

God (and when you don’t have great desire for God, is it distressing 

to you?  

 

Man (Image-bearer; Fallen) 

This God in all His magnificent glory, created you to be a mirror, a reflector 

of His glory. Made in the very image of God, mankind was the only one that 

God breathed into the breath of life with an eternally living soul. You were 

made to know and experience the most glorious, beautiful, soul-satisfying 

reality that could ever possibly exist which is God Himself.  
� Do you see yourself as someone created by God, under God’s authority, accountable to Him, 

or just as your own autonomous person?  

 

Sin (Corrupted) 

Adam and Eve, our first parents, turned away from God to believe in a lie—

their hearts were deceived by the serpent, to doubt that God was fully and 

purely good. You are tempted to believe that same subtle lie that God is not 

better than the best things you experience on this earth. Because of God’s 

holiness, it only took the breaking of a single commandment for Adam and 

Eve to be banished from living in the favor of God’s presence—cut off from 

the God of life. Since then, every human being has been born in rebel 

territory with a rebel heart. 2 Tim 2:26 says that as sinners alienated from 

God, we are held captive by Satan to do his will (2 Tim 2:26). 

 

You may not think of yourself as a rebel. You go to church with mom and 

dad, you memorize Awana verses. You rarely miss 180, you don’t get in 

trouble at school. You’re not perfect, but, what teenage doesn’t sometimes 

struggle with their parents. Yet God doesn’t just look at your outward 

behavior—he looks at the desires and motivations of your heart. He reads 

your thoughts—all of them. When you get into a verbal tug-a-war with your 

parents, and you get defensive with a sibling, when you argue and don’t give 

in—you know what that is? That’s a rebel heart defying God’s authority in 

your life by wanting to be the dictator of your own world. That’s the sin of 

pride at work in your heart which is the exact same sin in the heart of Lucifer 

that had him cast out of heaven.   

 

Sin is not just what you do. It’s the stiffness of heart that insists on being 

your own master. It’s the fight to maintain self-rule over your heart and life. 

This sin of self-rule is deadly because its treason against God Most High—

and you will not win—you cannot win. You are physically alive, but you are 

spiritually dead—already, because you are alienated from God. His wrath is 

against every rebel heart, including yours.  

� Are your troubled by sin in your life? Do you recognize sin in your 

life—not just the big ones, but the desires that lead your heart and 

feed your thoughts and actions?  



The Bible says that there is none righteous, not even one—that includes you 

(Rom 3:10). The Bible says that what your sin earns is death because you fail 

to reflect the glory of God (Rom 3:23; 6:23).  

� Do you see yourself as basically a good person or do you struggle 

with the corrupting power of sin within you? If you find yourself 

saying, “I just can’t seem to make myself good,” that’s actually a 

good sign, because you won’t take hold of God’s mercy until you 

come to terms with your inability to fix yourself.  

 

Christ (Crucified; Risen!) 

The Bible goes on to offer you hope: “while we were still helpless, at the 

right time Christ died for the ungodly…God demonstrates  His own love 

toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us” (Rom 5:6, 8).  

 

Here’s this strange, glorious, wonderful truth—God’s wrath burns against 

our sin while at the same time His love burns within Him to rescue us from 

our sin. How is that possible? How can He set His love on rebels who offend 

His holiness? How could He extend love and mercy toward sinners without 

compromising His perfect righteousness and justice? God sent His only Son 

into rebel territory to take upon Himself the offense of our sin to satisfy 

God’s justice and wrath.  It would require Jesus to take our rap sheet and put 

His name on, incur our penalty, and die by execution. The cross is God’s 

love toward you. It’s also God’s judgment for you and it becomes you r 

salvation when you see His mercy in the cross, and trust in it as your only 

rescue, and bow your knee to His rule!—why? Because you are 

overwhelmed with His love.  

 

<Image> 

 

Yet God could not leave His Son in the grave once the last ounce of sin’s 

guilt was paid for. It would have been unjust for Him to leave His son in a 

state of condemnation if the law’s justice was fully satisfied. And so God 

raised Jesus from the dead—and with Him, all those who have believed in 

Him and surrendered their hearts and lives to His loving rule.  

 

Response (Repentance; Faith) 

You can’t come out of rebel territory without renouncing your rebel loyalties 

and confessing allegiance to Christ so that His truth, love, and grace is what 

rules you. This is why the Bible calls you to confess your sin, to renounce 

your rebellion of self-rule, and confess Jesus as Lord. To believe in Him is to 

trust Him as your only rescue, to love Him as your ultimate loyalty.  

 

I’m not just talking about praying a prayer because that’s what you are 

“supposed to do.” I’m talking about the gospel getting ahold of you as 

though it owns you. It changes your heart. It changes your allegiance. It 

changes what you love. It changes what you live for. This is what is means to 

know Christ as Savior.  

� Has there been a clear turning point in your life—where the 

orientation of your heart has turned to struggle against sin and 

turned toward Christ in loving embrace?  

 

Salvation (Born Again) 

Being a Christian is not merely knowing the gospel facts. Its being loved by 

God in a way that changes you. A person is born again when they look to the 

cross of Jesus, they understand that Christ’s sacrifice paid for their sin, they 

take hold of it by faith as though nothing else could rescue them, and they 

love Christ because in Him they see the love of God they were made for.    

� Are you “at home” with Christ? Has He become your refuge that 

you keep returning to? Are you experiencing the joy (and sometimes 

the heartache) of living for so much more than yourself?  

 

Don’t think that you are saved just because you are following the current of 

the Christian culture. You must be born again (John 3:7). Rebirth is a miracle 

which takes place in you as the Holy Spirit changes your heart when your 

faith reaches out to receive God’s grace. In that moment you become one 

with Christ, you are reconciled to God, you are given new spiritual life, the 

power to fight sin, the desire to live for God’s pleasure, and the gain of 

heaven for eternity—all of this when, and only when, you are born again.   

 

Some of you may already be living in the new birth (We’ll see it! Not just 

moralistic living—doing what you ought to do, but a heart that loves Jesus 

and loves to please Him. Some of you may need God to break in and make 

Jesus the living reality in your life by convicting you of your sin ad your 



need for Christ. Either way, I want to urge you to pray for God’s grace to 

work in you because the gospel isn’t just something that happens to you like 

a point on a journey. It begins a journey that keeps on going till you reach 

heaven. We don’t just repent once. Repentance begins a lifestyle of turning 

from sin. We don’t just believe. We begin a life of faith. 

 

So I’m going to ask you to do something. I’m going to ask you to devote the 

next ___ days to praying for this work of grace in your life—whether you’ve 

already been reborn or not. Every day, starting today, until Easter Sunday.  

 

Parents/grandparents: I want you to image that your child being placed in an 

open area about the size of this room. But surrounding that area is several 

miles hidden land mines—millions of them just inches apart. There is just 

one winding path out to safety. The good news is that there are signs from 

point to point that explain where and how to walk. So what would you do? 

You would teach them to read. This is where family discipleship comes in—

reading the bible, explaining the gospel, and relating it to life. But there’s 

another problem, a much greater problem. They can’t see! They’re blind—

spiritually blind. This is where prayer comes in. You pray for the miracle of 

grace to strip the spiritual blindness from their eyes, so that they see the 

devastation of their sin, and the amazing mercy of Christ crucified, buried, 

and risen for them.  

 

This morning I am pleading with you to embrace a season of concentrated 

prayer for your children or grandchildren to encounter the grace of God in 7 

specific ways—starting today and committing to pray these things for your 

child until at least Easter Sunday. If its awkward because you aren’t used to 

praying like this for them, just tell them, “this may be awkward, but I’m 

we’re going to do it anyway because knowing Jesus is the most important 

thing that can happen in your life.” 

 

 


